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` TWENTY YEARS LATER.. 


BY THE ‘HEAD’ HIMSELF, R.CRUMB 


Н, TO BE TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OLD IN 
À عنم لا‎ YEAR 1967.77 WHAT VISTAS// WHAT 
m ЕН Tene 117 ЕХС!ТЕ - 
: 5$// EUPHOR- 
А/ THEN THERE WAS ALSO“THE ТЕ HOR- 


А COUPLE OF KIDS AND A HUBBY WITH STEADY IN- 
COME. SHE WOULD'VE BEEN JUST AS HAPPY IF 
т.Зэрул рт > ርር O О 
GARFIELD HEIGHTS 051 
ብኹ! THE GREETING CARD COMPANY, STEADILY GET- 
TING RAISES AND PROMOTIONS, BUT NO, ] HAD ТО 
DRAG HER АЦ. OVER HELL AND CREATION, PLOP 
HER DOWN RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE VORTEK 
OF CRAUNESS, THE HAIGHT-ASHBURY OF EARLY 1967. 
"WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO GROW ОР AND ACCEPT 
YouR RESPONSIBILITIES,” SHE USED To SOLD ME... 
"GROWING ОР" WAS THE FURTHEST THING FROM MY 
MIND, BOT STILL | РЕМ GUILTY, "SHE'S RIGHT...1'M 
(MMATURE. M ALL MIXED ӘР/ 15 HOW 1D THINK 
ABOUT ГТ... “JUST WANNA HAVE FON IN THE WORST 
WAM... FUCK AROUND GO OFF AND ВЕ A HIPPY, 
FREE OF CARES AND WORRIES... NO JOB МО MON- 
ېټ‎ NO STUFF, EXCEPT му SKETOHBOOK AND МЧ 
SIUX BANJO D ИР RUN OFF WITH MY PALS 
AND GET HIGH IN THE WOODS, COME BACK HOME 
TAIL BETWEEN MY LEGS, SHES SITTING IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE BED Цке AN INDIAN SQUAW 
READING FAMILY CIRCLE. WE LIVED ON WELFARE, 
ET WAS EASY, NOBODY EVER THOUGHT ABOUT THE 
PUTURE EXCEPT IN SOME VAGUE PHILOSOPHIC SENSE , 
WE'D FOUND A WAY OUT, OUR GENERATION... BEFORE 
THIS NEW HIPPY THING, THERE WERENT TOO MANY 
МАК То DODGE THE STANDARD PATTERN. YoU ват 
OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL, YOU WENT TO THE ARMY OR 
COLLEGE, THEN You GOT А JOB, GOT MARRIED HAD 
KIDS, WENT INTO DEBT, THAT WAS IT. LOOKING 
AROUND AT THIS ‘GROWN ОР “WORLD, IT LOOKED 
LIKE A MISERABLE HELL TO МЕ. MY PARENTS. EN- 
ERYBODY'S PARENTS...THEY WEREN'T ENJOYING 
LIFE АТ АЦ... THEIR NERVES WERE SHOT. THEY 


NED TO ESCAPE. BUT THERE 
ВЕ NO WAY QUT. WHAT WOULD 1 DO نان‎ 
THERE IN THE WORLD ? HOW WOULD 1 LIVE? ЧЇРЕ/ 
IN THe EARLY ‘SIXTIES I USED To READ PLAY- 
GOY AND BE MILDLY DAZZLED BY THE URBAN 
SOPHISTICATE UFE GLORIRED IN ITS PAGES. 1 
ТОМЕР WITH DREAMS OF MAKING IT BIG AS А COM- 
MERCIAL ARTIST IN NEW YORK. VD HAVE MY OWN 
SNA22Y BACHELOR 0165, TAKE BEAUTIFUL, SYL- 
ISH WOMEN OUT TO LITTLE HIP JA22 CLUBS, AND 
FUCK "ЕМ AFTERWARDS BACK Ат MY BACHELOR. 
DIGS. } FIGURED Ур CHANGE MY МАМЕ LEAVE 
OFF THE LAUGHABLE ‘CRUMB’ PART, USE MY MID- 
DLE NAME AS MY LAST NAME, AND SIGN МУ WORK 


‘GOB DENNIS. LATER ON 1 DID TRY TO MAKE IT AS 
А COMMERCIAL ARTIST IN NEW YORK... TRIED FOR 
NINE MONTHS OF THE HARDEST SLAVE LABOR OF 
МХ НЕЕ. 1 WORKED LIKE A DAWG FOR VARIOUS 
PUBLISHERS AND TOPPS GUM 02, 1 WASN'T SHARP 
ENOUGH To COMPETE IN THE RAT RACE, AND ANY- 
WAY (T WASN'T WORTH IT. I GAVE ОР AND SUJNK 
BACK TO CLEVELAND AND THE CARD COMPANY, 
U THIS WITH THE WIFE IN TOW, MIND NOU. ... 
PLUS То ALREADY STARTED TAKING MASSIVE 
DOSES OF LSD AND KIND OF FORGOT ABOUT THE 
WHOLE (DEA OF PURSUING A CAREER, LOOKING 
АТ THE HUSTLE AND BUSTLE THROUGH PSYCHEDELI- 
CISED EYES IT AU SEEMED ИМЕ A COMPLETE ЗНАМ, 
A РЕТУ SCRAMBLE FOR POSITION AND PRESTIGE. MY 
VISION OF LIFE HAD BECOME BIBUCAL, EPIC.,1 WAS 
SPEECHLESS, DUMBFOUNDED BY THIS... THIS MN 
THEN ONE COLD DREARY EVENING | WAS SIT- 
TING AROUND IN ADELE'S BAR AFTER \WWORK.. THAT 
JOB AT THE CARD COMPANY WAS DRIVING ME TO 
DRINK. ] WAS PUTTING OFF GOING HOME WHEN 
IN CAME THESE TWO WACKED-OUT CHARACTERS 1 
KNEW. THESE TWO GUYS, BOTH CERTIAED LUNATICS, 
TOLD ME THEY WERE он THEIR WAY ТО SAN FRANCISCO 
THAT VERY NIGHT. THEY SAID SOMETHING EXCITING 
WAS HAPPENING OUT THERE... А GATHERING TOGETH- 
ER OF PEOPLE OF LIKE MIND,., ACID-HEADS, DROP- OUTS, 
HIPSTERS... IT ALL SOUNDED VERY INVITING та ME... 1 
ASKED IF THEY MIGHT HAVE ROOM FOR ONE MORE... 
‘SURE! соме ON ALONG, THEY SAID. 1 TOLD ANOTHER 
FRIEND Г WAS WITH TO CALL MY WIFE AND INFORM 
HER THAT | WENT TO SAN FRANCISCO. NO WAY WAS 
y GOING TO CONFRONT HER MYSELF. ARE YOU KIDDING? 
SHE WOULD'VE THROWN A ROYAL SNOT-SUNGING FIT, 
WAS | ARAD OF HER? ١ WAS TERRIFIED OF HER 7 

IT WAS JANUARY, 1967 WHEN | SET OUT FOR THE 
NEW MECCA. THINK 1 Нар ABOUT THREE DOLLARS, 
THE CLOTHES | WAS WEARING, AND МХ RAPIDOGRAPH 
PEN AND THATS ALL. WHAT DID I CARE? 1 WAS ON 
THE ROAD/ SKIP'S CAR WAS A BROKEN DOWN OLD 
ВАТ WITH NO HEATER. WE CREPT ACCROSS THE FROZEN 
TUNDRAS OF MIDDLE AMERICA AT 35 MILES AN HOUR, 
SKIP AND TIM TOOK TURNS DRIVING AND SLEEPING IN 
THE BACK SEAT WHILE 1, THE NON-DRIVER, SPENT THE 
WHOLE TRIP IN THE Co- PILOT SEAT, 

SAN FRANCISCO...) COULDN'T BELIEVE MY EYES... 
үр NEVER SEEN SUCH A SWEET LIL ዐር. CUP-CAKE TOWN. 
10 BEEN IN PHILADELPHIA, CLEVELAND, NEW YORK, CHI- 
САСО, DETROIT,..PLACES UKE THAT, BUT SAN FRANCISCO 

TWENTY YEARS AGO,TOO... THERE 
WERE ONU TWO OR THREE SKYSCRAPERS DOWNTOWN 
THERE WAS VERY LITTLE TRAFFIC ON THE STREEIS ANY- 
WHERE IN THE CTY. THE NEIGHBORHOODS WERE 
FULL OF OLD PEOPLE WHO TOOK THE TROLLEY CARS. 
RENTS WERE QUITE CHEAP FOR В FUL OLD VICTOR- 
IAN FLATS AND HOUSES -IT REALLY WAS А CHARMIN' 
PLACE... IT WAS CLEAN, RELAXED, FRIENDLY AND UB- 
ERAL. MAN, ITWAS NICE THEN. 1 WAS GLAD TO 
BE THERE. 
AND THERE WAS A SENSE OF URGENCY, OF COSMIC 
POSSIBILITY IN THE AIR THERE IN 1967... A CERTAIN ٠ 
IC GLOW OR UGHT ABOUT THE PLACE THAT SEEMED 


TO BE SAVING, “THIS IS H., rg NOW OR NEVER." 
IT SOUNDS SO CORNY BUT | DON'T KNOW HOW 
ELSE TO DESCRIBE IT. 

"THE TUREE OF US CRASHED WITH SOME GUY 
THEY KNEW. HE HAD A TINY PLACE IN NORTH 
BEACH, AFTER A COUPLE OF DANS THE GUY WAS 
OBVIOUSLY GETING ANNOYED AT US MOOCHING OFF 
HIM, EATING ALL HIS FOOD AND TAKING UP THE 
ENTIRE FRONT ROOM IN A TWO-ROOM APPART- 
MENT, SKIP AND TIM WERE OBLIVIOUS BUT I WAS 
HYPER-SENSITIVE TO THE GUY'S SCOWLING LOOKS 
AND LOW MUTTERINGS, I CANT STAND THE 
OF BEING A BURDEN TO ANYONE FOR ONE SECOND, 
50 1 TOOK ОРГ, MANN ra INTO THE STREETS, 
1 NEVER SAW THOSE GUYS AGAIN. 

10 ALREADY CHECKED OUT NORIH-BEACH, 1 
нома AROUND THERE FOR AWHILE, AND THEN DE- 
COED TO TRY то FIND THIS OTHER NEGHBORHOOD 
OUR HOST HAD TOLD US ABOUT CALLED HAIGHT- 
ASHBURY THAT WAS A NEW HOT AREA FOR THE 
HIP ONES. I FOUND IT AND менг INTO A PLACE 
CALLED ‘THE PSYCHEDELIC SHOP.’ A WRITTEN STATE 
MENT ON THE DOOR PROCLAIMED THAT THE INAV- 
ENCE OF PSYCHEDEUC DRUGS ON OUR GENERATION 
WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENT SO FAR IN THE 
ЕУООТОЫ ወ LIFE ON THIS PLANET, etc, ETC, IN- 
SIDE ІТ WAS CROWDED WITH YOUNG 0-٢ 
SAT ALONG THE WALL ON ONE SIDE OR MIUED A- 
ROUND... THE PLACE REEKED OF INCENSE, MARI- 
JUANA AND PATTHOUU OIL, l SAT DOWN AGAINST 
THE WALL TOO, WONDERING WHAT то DO NEXT, 1 
LOOKED AROUND AT THE PEOPLE; ALL YOUNG, ALL BEAU- 
пей, WITH LONG HAIR, LOOSE, FLOWING CLOTHES, 
BEADS... THE WHOLE HIPPY LOOK WAS ALREADY IN PLACE 
IN THERE... THEY WERE BRIGHT-EYED AND BUSHY-TAILED, 
THESE GROOVY KIDS... THU WAS STILL THE IDEALISTIC 
PHASE... WAY BEFORE THE DISILLUSIONMENT, MEDIA 
HYPE, DRUG MURDERS...1 FELT VERY UNCOMFORTABLE 
AND OUT OF PLACE... ‘HOPE THEY DON'T THINK I'M ል 
NARCUIS HOW I WAS THINKING, ІТ MADE ME FEEL 
LONELY AND DISCOURAGED. | WAS READY TO GIVE IT 
UP ANP SUNK ON BACK то OW CLEVELAND AGAIN, 
AND THE WIFE, 1 NEVER DID GET To WHERE 1 YELT 
COMFORTABLE AROUND THOSE FLOWER CHILDREN» THEY 
AUAPHS BROUGHT ON INTENSE SELF- CONSCIOUSNESS IN 
MG. THEY (MADE ME NERVOUS, EVEN THOUGH 1 WAS 
SWEPT UP IN THE GENERAL OPTIMISM AND SHARED A LOT 
OF THE SAME LSD-INSPIRED VISIONS AND IDEAS, I NEVER 
QUITE GOT WITH THE HIPPY SHTICK, 1 ALWAYS SEEMED 
TO REMAIN AN OUTSIDE OBSERVER OF THESE BAREFOOT 
WOOD NYMPHS .... GUESS | WASN'T BEAUTIFUL ENQUGH.. 
I MEAN, IN MY SOUL... DARK DEMONS CURIKED IN THERE, 
THE HIPPIES COULD TELL... THEY KNEW... THEY PICKED 
UP ON YOUR WBRATIONS,.., 

REMINDS ME OF THU TIME A PAL OF MINE, A 
YOUNG HAPPY-GO- АК HIPPY GUY | KNEW, BROUGHT 
THIS GIRL OVER TO МХ PLACE, THEY WERE BOTH ON 
Асар, THEY CAME IN THE DOOR HIGH AS KES. 
e WERE GLOWING ...IM A STATE OF GRACE...A o- 
PLE OF SAINTS...LOVE POURED FROM THEIR EYES... 
PURE НОМ LOVE... WE SAT AND TALKED QUIETLY... 
GRADUALLY THE GIRL BEGAN EYEING ME SUSPICIOUSLY,, 
PSYCHING ME QUT.., SOMETHING ABOUT ME DISTURBED 
HER .., THE LOVE STOPPED POURING OUT...SHE BESAN 
QUESTIONING ME AS IF ( WAS HIDING SOME DARK SE - 
"MET. SUDDENLY SHE JUMPED UP AND WALKED 
QUICKLY то THE DOOR... “COME ON, Ee, LET'S ОО WT- 
SIDE, SHE SAID URGENTLY, SHE RAN OUT THE DOOR, 
PETE LOOKED AT ME, SHRUGGED, AND WENT OUT AFTER 
HER. 1 DONT KNOW WHAT (T WAS ABOUT МЕ THAT 
BUMMED HER OUT... | GUESS SHE SAW THROUGH THE 
BLAND EXTERIOR TO THE SEETHING TURMOIL INSIDE... 
SHE SAW ME DEMONS THAT DID IT, 1 FELT BAD. 1 


DIDN'T WANT МХ ESSENCE To CAUSE ANYBODY ТО 
HAVE A BAD TRIP BUT YOU CAN'T HIDE ANYTHING 
FROM SOMEONE. WHO'S HIGH ом LSD, 

за THERE 1 WAS SITTING ON THE FLOOR OF THE 
PSYCHEDEUC SHOP. JUST THEN A GUY | KNEW FROM 
CLEVELAND WALKED IN THE DOOR,AND SAW МЕ. НЕ 
IMMEDIATELY INVITED МЕ TO STAY AT HIS HOUSE OUT 
ON 461 АМЕМОЕ- RIGHT OUT AT THE BEACH, 1 WAS 
SO GREAT RELIEVED.., SUDDENLY EVERYTHING WAS 
LOOKING BRIGHTER, AFTER A FEW WEEKS | HAD 
Set UP А FREE- LANCE ARRANGEMENT WITH ТИЕ GREET- 
ING CARD PEOPLE IN CLEVELAND AND HAD MONEY 
COMING (N. 1 RENTED A PLACE ON SACRAMENTO 
STREET, AND THEN | MADE МК FIRST MISTAKE, OUT 
OF LONEUNESS AND GUILT (1 SAW HER WEEPING FACE 
IN MY DREAMS) 1 CALLED THE WIFE, BEGGED HER 
FORGIVENESS AND ASKED HER То GET IN THE CAR AND 
DRIVE OUT AND JOIN ME. AND SHE DID, THAT WAS 
THE END OF ANY POSSIBILITY FoR ME OF РАРЛАРАТ- 
(мө IN THE INCREDIBLE FREE-WHEEUN! NEVER-END- 
ING ORGY KNOWN AS THE “SUMMER OF LOVE“. GOD, 
IT WAS FRUSTRATING... LIVING IN THE MIDDLE OF ALL 
THAT AND NOT вема ABLE TO JOIN IN...NOT EVEN А 
LITTLE BIT... NOT EVEN ONE LITTLE TEENY-BOPPER 
Fu OWN - CHILD FOR БОВ... 800 ноо... 15-YEAR-OLD 
GIRLS ROAMED ME NEIGHBORHOOD HIGH ON LSD 
LOOKI FOR A PLACE TO CRASH...PACKS OF THEM... 
FLOCKS OF THEM! IT WASN'T UNTIL A COUPLE OF 
YEARS LATER, PIERI WAS FAMOUS, THAT ١ STARTED GET- 
TING MY FAIR SHARE OF SOME OF THAT HIPPY-CHICK 
ACTION: | GUESS | SHOULDN'T GIVE THE IMPRESSION 
THAT MY WIFE WAS ENTIRELY TO BLAME..I WAS SUCH 
A PAINFULLY SHY WEIRDO... t HAD LOW SELF Stec. Л 
DION'T FIT THE [MAGE OF THE CARIST-LIKE HIPPY SAINT. 
BUT IF ١ SOUND JUST А TAD BINEN it's BECAUSE ፤ АМ 
e. JUST А TAD. 

£ TRIED то LOVE THAT WOMAN. 1 REALLY DID, 
BUT 1 WAS ITCHING FOR ADVENTURE, 1 WAS COMING 
OUT OF MY SKIN. } WAS IN NO MOOD TO ВЕ ПЕР 
DOWN, SHE HAD BEEN THE FIRST WOMAN IN му 
LIFE. 1 WAS 21 AND SHE ONLY 40 WHEN WE МЕРЕ 
PUSHED INTO MARRIAGE BY HER PARENTS, 

WE'D TAKEN ALOT OF LSD TOGETHER. IT WAS 
HARD TO LEAVE HER. } SHOULD KNOW SINCE 1 LEFT 
HER AT LEAST A DOZEN TIMES. ONCE IN THE MID- 
ple OF AN LSD SESSION 1 BLURTED OUT THAT I WAS 
GOING To LEAVE HER, THAT 1 WAS TOO YOUNG TO 
SETTLE DOWN AND SO FORTH, ІТ SEEMED LIKE A 
REASONABLE ENOUGH ASSERTION TO ME AT THAT 
MOMENT, SHG DIDN'T SEE IT THAT WAY. SHE PICKED 
UP A BIG DRINKING GLASS AND THREW IT AGAINST 
THE WALL HARD, SENDING SHARDS OF GLASS DOWN 
ON OUR HEADS IN A SHOWER. SHE GOT UP AND 
RAN WEEPING (NTO THE BATHROOM. BEHIND THE 
LOCKED NOOR SHE SOBBED AND WAILED SOMETHING 
ABOUT KILUNG HERSELF, OUTSIDE THE DOOR pH- 
ED WITH HER NOT TO pO IT. 1 WAS STILL PEAKING 
ON THE LSD AND HER BEHAVIOR WAS HORRIFYING 
To ME. FINALLY SHE CAME OUT. SHE WAS CALM 
AND SEEMED RESIGNED TO MY DECISION ТО LEAVE. 

} PLANNED TO CLEAR OUT THAT VERY NIGHT, 
AND WHILE | PACKED MY SUITCASE SHE HEATED 
UP THE CHICKEN SOUP.... OUR LAST DINNER TOGETHER, 
SHE SAID, WE SAT DOWN TO EAT AND TALKED 
CALMLY ABOUT THE WHOLE “THING... | TRIED TO AP- 
PEASE HER FEARS OF BEING ABANDONED IN 
WORLD... THE CHICKEN SOUP TASTED STRANGELY 
1 a. نک لن‎ ІТ OUT., 1 LOOKED АТ 

„„ “WH TO THIS SOUP?"| DEMAND- 
ED... SHE LOOKED FRIGHTENED.., 1 En ur е 
WENT TOWARDS HER MENACINGLY. “WHAT мо YoU 
PUT IN THE 500۳۳4 YELLED. SHE BROKE DOWN... 
THIRTY SLEEPING PILLS,,.SHE THOUGHT MAYBE ГО 


CHANGE OF HEART AFTER A NICE LONG SLEEP.‏ ا 
RED AT HER (M DISBELIEF, THEN SHOOK‏ 
AND LAUGHED, "THAT'S f. {ol ARE REALLY NOD‏ 
ум LEAVING RIGHT NOW, ( SAID. 1 WENT ТО GET‏ 
MM SUITCASE, THATS WHEN SHE PUSHED МЕ DOWN ON‏ 
THE COUCH AND SAT ON ME. SHE WAS A HUGE WOMAN,‏ 
WAS HELPLESS, | COULDNT MOVE. SHE HAD МЕ‏ } 
PINNED. “YoU CAN'T SIT ОМ ME FOREVER, SOONER‏ 
OR LATER YOU'LL HAVE TO GET UP, “1 SMD. SHE SAW‏ 
THE LOGIC IN THIS AND GOT UP IMMEDIATELY. “үш.‏ 
SHE SAID ] Of. I DONT WANT ТО‏ ,60 
STN HERE ey МЕ, ум GOING BACK TO CLENE -‏ 
LAND: 1 SAW HER OFF ОМА PLANE A COUPLE OF‏ 
HOURS LATER. THIS HAPPENED IN NEW YORK A YEAR‏ 
.مھ" BEFORE | RAN AWAY ТО SAN‏ 

IN THE SUMMER OF 1967, EXACTLY TWENTY YEARS 
AGO AS I'M WRITING THIS, ] RAN AWAY AGAIN, WHILE 
SHE WAS OUT BUYING GROCERIES, 1 WAS SNG A- 
ROUND FEELING SUPFOCATED, TRAPPED LIKE A CAGED 
ANIMAL. | GRABBED MY SKETCHBOOK, WALKED DOWN 
THE STAIRS AND OUT THE FRONT BOOR ዕዩ THE BUILDING 
AND STUCK MY THUMB OUT, RIGHT THERE ON OAK STREET. 
THAT NIGHT Т SLEPT ON A SIDEWAUK OUTSIDE OF AUBURN, 
CALIFORNIA. 1 WAS HEADING EAST. THE PLAN WAS To 
Make MY WAY To CHICAGO AND STAY WITH MY OLD FRIEND 
MARIN РАНИ. AT DAWN THE NEXT MORNING А KIND 
OLDER MAN SHOOK МЕ AWAKE ON MY SIDEWALK AND 

ME A RIDE ABOUT TEN MILES DOWN THE ROAD, 

NEXT А TRUCK DRIVER TOOK ME AS FAR AS THE TURN-OFF 
FOR FERNLEY, NEVADA, OUT IN THE DESERT. THERE I 
STOOD IN THE BLAZING SUN ALL DAY. NOBODY WOULD STOP. 
17 WAS A SPOT WHERE ALOT OF HITCH HIKERS HAD GOTTEN 
STRANDED, THGRE WAS GARBAGE AND OLD BITS OF BREAD 
STREWN ON THE GROUND AROUND THE LIGHT- POLE, INSCRIP- 
TIONS ON THE POLE SAID THINGS LIKE,"GOD HELP МЕ. I'VE 
BEEN HERE 21 HOURS,” ANO "| HATE THIS FUCKING PLACE,” 
EIGHT HOURS PASSED, AND 1 TOO BESAN ТО HATE THAT 
FUCKING PLACE AND EVERY SMUG SON OFA’ BITCH THAT 
WENT BREGZING BY (N THEIR CAR. THE SUN WAS Go - 
(No DOWN BEHIND THE DESOLATE HILLS IN THE DISTANCE. 
1 WAS GETTING WORRIED, THEN 1 SAW А BLESSED 
SIGHT... AN ABSURD MILK DEUVERY TRUCK PAINTED 
UP WITH PEACE SYMBOLS AND OTHER SLOPPY PSYCHE - 
DEUC DESIGNS SLOWLY рут-ропме DOWN THE HIGH- 
WAY. 1 WAS CERTAIN HE'D STOP FOR ME, SO | cas 
ОМАХ WAVED AS THE MILK TRUCK APPROACHED. AND 
THEN TO МУ AMAZEMENT AND DISMAY HE CRUISED 
RIGHT ON PAST ME. THIS WAS THE LAST SIRAW. I RAN 
AFTER THE TRUCK, SCREAMING AND WAVING MY ARMS. 
HE FINALLY SLOWED TO A HALT, 1 RAN UP AND 
JUMPED IN THE DOOR BEFORE HE COULD CHANGE HIS 
MIND, „How COME YOU DIDN'T STOP? | WAS DYING OUT 
THERE, ! SAID TO THE DRIVER, А G HIPPY, не 
GRINNED UKE AN IDIOT AND SAID SOMETHING ABOUT 
BEING REALLY STONED. “YOU WERE MY LAST HOPE” 
1 SAID. ) WENT INTO THE BACK AND FLOPPED DOWN 
IN THE COZX DEN SOMEONE HAD RIGGED ሀይ BACK 
THERE «PILLOWS, BLANKETS AND FABRICS ON THE 
МАЦА, 1 WAS WEAK FROM THAT BLISTERING SUN 
BEATING ON ME ALL DAY, THERE WERE THREE OTHER 
YOUNG PEOPLE BACK THERE...A YOUNG GUY WHO WAS 
DOING HIS “ON THE ROAD" STINT, HITCHING EAST TO 805- 
TON. НЕ WAS А VERY WELL-BRED, EDUCATED, IDEAUISNC 
YOUNG MAN WHOM | Gor TO KNOW QUITE WELL BEFORE 
THIS JOURNEN WAS OVER. THE OTHER (wo WERE RON- 
AWAN TEEN-AGE GIRLS. WE TALKED FOR ALONG TIME 
BNO SMOKED SOME DOPE. EVENTUALLY THE KID FROM 
BOSTON GOT INTO AN INTIMATE CLUTCH WITH ONE OF 
THE с UNDER THE BLANKETS. ኾፍ OTHER GIRL PULLED 
OUT A BIG HUNTING KNIFE AND SHOWED (Т TO ME, “IF 
ANYGODY TRIES TO MESS WITH ME {LL STICK THIS THING 
RIGHT IN THEIR GUT. 1 KNOW HOW То USE (Т ТОО, МАМ, 


DON'T KID YOURSELF ,“SHE TOLD МЕ. | EXPRESSED THE 
OPINION THAT IT WAS WISE FOR A YOUNG GIRL OUT IN THE 
WORLD ALONE TO HAVE SOME FORM OF SELF - DEFENSE... 
MEN 1 LAY DOWN AND WENT TO SLEEP, 

THE NEXT MORNING THE LOCAL COPS IN ROCK SPRINGS, 
WYOMING PULLED US ALL OUT OF THE МАН, THEY TOOK THE 
DOPEY DRIVER AND ME TWO RUN-AWAY GIRLS AND PUT 
тием IN ME BACK OF THER PATROL CAR, AND TOLD ME 
AND ME OTHER HITCH HIKER то GET OUT OF TOWN. THEY 
SAID IF TH SAW US AROUND TOWN BY SUNDOWN ТНЄСО 
PUT OS (N JAIL, AND WARNED US THAT HITCH HIKING WAS 
ILLEGAL IN THE STATE OF WYOMING, NICE FELLAS, 

WE WANDERED AROUND THE TOWN, TRYING TO Fi- 
URE OUT WHAT то DO. WE CAME TO A RAILROAD YARD 
AND DISCUSSED HOPPING ON A FREIGHT TRAIN, NEITHER 
ONE OF US HAD EVER DONE М BEFORE, WE THOUGHT IT 
MIGHT BE FON, NOT O MENTION тие ONLY WAK OUT OF 
THERE, WE WAITED AROUND FOR А COUPLE OF HOURS 
BUT NO TRAINS SEEMED TO BE STARTING EAST, WE 
GOT TIRED OF WAITING AND WENT BACK (что TOWN то 
GET SOME FOOD SUPPLIES, AND RAN (МТО THREE OHER 
STRANDED HIPPIES. THESE HIPPIES WERE The WILD LOW- 
LIFE TYPE, HIGH ON AMPHETAMINES OR SOMETHING, , HGY 
мейе HYPER AND CRAZY AND SEEMED SUGHTLY DANGER - 
095... UNPREDICTABLE, МК REFINED TRAVELLING COM- 
PANION FROM BOSTON DID NOC WISH TO ASSOCIATE WITH 
MIS ELEMENT, HE TOOK МЕ ASIDE AND TOLO ме HE 
ХИОУ6НТ THEY WERE TROUBLE, HE WENT OFF To SEE 
ABOUT HITCH HIKING OUT OF тие TOWN. THE THREE RM – 
165 TOLD US THE 0095 HAD CHASED THEM OFF THE HIGHWAY 
AND THREATENED То BUST THEM FOR HIT HIKING, JUST AS 
WA HAD WITH LS. 1 POT IN WIM THEM FOR SOME REA- 
SON. 1 WAS KIND OF HARE-BRAINEO IN THOSE DAYS, 
WESE THREE, TWO MEN AND А WOMAN, WERE REALLY ASK- 
ING FOR TROUBLE. THEX'D OO THINGS LIKE RUN INTO A 
BARBERSHOP, RUN AROUND THE CHAIRS, POKE THE BARBER 
AND LAUGH AND SHRIEK ANO MAKE WISE-CRACKS, RUN 
OUT OF THERE AND INTO ANOTHER PLACE OF BUSINESS 
AND DO THE SAME STUFF, THEM ENJOYED FREAKING 
OUT ME LOCALS, PUTTING WEM THROUGH CHANGES ... THE 
MERRY PRANKSTERS OR SOMETHING,,, 1 COULDNT BELIEVE. 
THR WERE GETTING AWAY WITH IT. | WAS SURPRISED AT 
HOW TIMID AND COWED THE TOWNSPEOPLE WERE BY THE 
SHENANIGANS OF THESE MANIACS. NOBODY DID ANYTHING 
TO US... НМАЦХ тие STARTED TO WIND DOWN... ROCK 
SPRINGS WAS SUCH А DRAG, МАМ ~ TME WERE GETING 
BORED. WE SHUFFLED INTO THE BUS STATION. NO MORE 
PRANKS... GUESS TUE WERE TIRED OF NOT GETTING ANY 
REACTION «. THEY ALE BOUGHT TICKETS TO SOMEWHERE 
AND BOARDED A BUS. 1 HEADED BACK TO THE RAIL- 
ROAD YARD. IT WAS NIGHT BY THIS TIME. THERE 1 
FOUND МЧ FRIEND FROM BOSTON, SITTING BY THE 
TRACKS. 1 WAS GLAD To SEE HIM, WE HUNG AROUND 
THERE AWHILE IN THE BLEAKGLARE OF AN ELECTRIC 
OVERHEAD LIGHT, BUT NOTHING WAS HAPPENING, NO 
TAN ACTION AT Allin WE TRUDGED BACK INTO TOWN. 
IT WAS ONE IN THE MORNING BY NOW. WE WERE PASS- 
ING THE TOWN SQUARE WHERE A YOUNG COWBOY WAS 
LOUNGING ON THE GRASS BY THE CANNON. НЕ RE- 
SEMBLED MONTGOMERY САРТ IN “THE MISFITS.” HE 
HAILED US OVER IN A FRIENDLY WAY, WE WENT AND 
SAT DOWN WITH HIM AND MAD А FUNNY CONVERSA— 
TION. AFTER AWHILE HE TOLO US THAT WE COULD ALL 
STAY IN this MOTEL NEAR BY WHERE THE OLD LADY 
меке. LOCKED Me DOORS OF THE UNUSED ROOMS. IF 
WE GOT OUT EARLY ENOUGH IN THE MORNING SHE'D BE 
NONE THE WISER, HED DONE (T BEFORE, NO PROBLEM: 
{Т SOUNDED FABULOUS TO US. WE ALL WENT OVER 
THERE AND EACH TOOK OUR OWN ROOM. | CRAWLED 
پټ سب‎ ብ SWEET, COOL, CRISP SHEETS AND SLEPT 
LIKE ' 

THE NEXT MORNING, SURE ENOUGH, THE OLD LADY 
CAUGHT US NAPPING, BEFORE | WAS FULLY AWAKE THE 
COPS WERE THERE AND HAD ROUNDED US UP, “OKAY, 


YOU Ваху ARE GONNA HAVE TO PAY FOR THESE ROOMS OR 
SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES, “ONE OF ኾጭ COPS TOLD US. 
ME AND BOSTON HAD ABOUT TWO BUCKS BETWEEN US. “iu 
PAY FOR THE ROOMS, “ТИЕ COWBOY OFFERED. WHAT A DE- 
CENT GUY. ІТ SEEMED HE WAS A LOCAL BOY. тие COPS 
KNEW нм ӨК HIS ARST NAME. “OKAY, YOU TWO 6045 
BETTER GET OUT OF THIS TOWN TODAY, THEY SAID TO US, 
THE Ко FROM BOSTON AND 1 BEAT IT OUT OF THERE, 
бвиемво THAT WE WERE GETTING OFF SO EASILY, 

WE SPENT THE DAY 5ፐበዘ6 AROUND THE RAILROAD 
YARD, SOONER OR LATER A TRAIN WOULD COME AND 
TAKE US АМАК FROM ROCK SPRINGS. WE ATE OUR FOOD 
SUPPL AND TALKEO, AFTER NIGHTFALL А BIG FREIGHT 
TRAIN RUMBLED INTO THe YARD, WE WAITED AND SOON 
(Т STARTED UP AGAIN. THIS WAS IT, WE RAN ALONG SIDE 
OF IT LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO JUMP ON. ALL THE 
BOXCARS WERE CLOSED UP. IT WAS PICKING UP SPEED 
RAPIDLY. SOME EMPTY FLAT CARS CAME ALONG, AND 
WE JUMPED UP ON ONE OF THESE. AS THE TRAIN BEGAN 
GOING FASTER AND FASTER, THE FLAT CAR STARTED 
SHAKING VIOLENTLY FROM sing То SIDE. We HAD TQ LIE 
FLAT ON OUR SIOMACHS AND HANG ON TIGHT TO KEEP FROM 
BENG THROWN OFF, “OH MAN, ARE WE GONNA НАМЕ ТО 
SPEND THE WHOLE NIGHT LIKE THiS?” 1 PONDERED, J WAS 
SCARED. WHAT ል COUPLE ОҒ gee Me ጨፎ سا‎ 
WERE! AFTER HALF AN HOUR OF THIS Е 
TRAIN SUDDENLY STOPPED AGAIN. WE WERE (M THE 
MIDDLE OF NOWHERE... DESERT ALL AROUND, WE HAD 
то GET OFF THAT FLAT CAR мо MATTER WHAT, WE 
JUMPED OFF AND RAN DOWN ALONG THE TRAIN DES- 
PRATAN LOOKING FOR BETTER ACCOMMODATION THE 
TRAIN STARTED UP AGAIN AS SUDDENLY Aç (T HAD 
SOPPED. GREAT, WERE GONNA ВЕ STRANDED OUT IN 
THis DESERT/" | YELLED TO MY COMPANION, JUST 
THEN ህዬ SPOTTED A FLAT CAR WITH HUGE CULVERT PIPES 
STACKED ON IT. WE WERE IN LUCK! FRANTICALLY WE 
GRABBED HOLD AND SCRAMBLED UP ON THE FLATCAR, 
JUST IN THE NICK OF TIME, AND CRAWLED INTO ONE ОР 
THE HUGE CONCRETE PIPES. IT WAS QUITE 0020 œM- 
PARED То MAT EMPTY FLAT CAR. WE WERE HAPPY AND 
SOON WE WERE FAST ASLEEP, 

THE NEXT AFTERNOON WE СОС OFF THE TRAIN IN 
CACHENNE WITH THE INTENTION TO TRY HITCH HIKING A- 
GAIN. WE WERE VERY HUNGRY AND WEARY AS WE 
LIMPEO ALONG (NTO THE CITY, WE SAW A RESTAURANT 
ANO WENT IN. WITH OUR LAST ARTY CENTS, WE STOOD 
THERE EXEING THE SLICES OF PIE AND DANISHES ОН 
DISPLAY BY THE COUNTER, TRYING TO DECIDE WHICH WAS 
TAC BEST DEAL FOR OUR MONEY. A YOUNG WAITRESS 
SAW OUR PATHETIC HUNGAY-DOG EXPRESSIONS ANO 
TOLD US TO SIT DOWN, AND SHE BROUGHT US FREE HAM- 
BURGERS / WE GOBBLED THOSE BURGERS UP, THANKED HER 
AND LEFT MRE BEMEVING THAT THERE WAS STILL SOME 
646 HEART OUT THRE IN AMERICA. WE WERE UPLIFTED 
AND REFRESHED, AND READY FOR MORE ADVENTURES. 
WE WALKED SEVERAL MILES OUT TO THE MAJOR HIGH - 
WAH JUNCTION, WHERE WE FOUND А VERITABLE CROWD 
OF HIPPIES WAITING то GET RIDES. ONE GUY HAD BEEN 
THERE FOR EIGHT HOURS, IT WAS GETTING LATE, HITCH- 
HIKING LOOKED PRETTY HOPELESS. WE TROOPED ON 
BACK TO ME RAILYARD, OUR TRAIN WITH ME CU LVERT 
PIRES WAS STILL THERE RIGHT WIRE WE'D LEFT IT, 
WE ASKED A YARD WORKER ABOUT TRAINS HEADED 
EAST. HE INFORMED US THAT THE ONE WE CAME ІН ОМ 
WAS ABOUT TO PULL OUT AGAIN SHORTLY. WE CUMB- 
ED BACK IN OUR PIPE AND SETTLED DOWN For А- 
NOMER NIGHT. BY NOW WE FELT OURSELVES To ВЕ 
OLD HANDS AT THIS BUMMING TRAINS BUSINESS, 

THe TRAIN DIDN'T STOP ANYWHERE ALL THE NEXT 
DAN. IN THE AFTERNOON Г HAD А BAD CASE OF THE 
RUNS AND HAD TO SHIT оре THE END OF THE FLAT 
CAR WHILE HANGING ON TO THE CABLES THAT 
HELD THE CULVERT PIPES IN PLACE, 1 SAW MY 
DIARRHEA GO FHN INTO THE AIR МА LONG 
STREAM.,.A LOVELY SIGHT. 


EARLY THE NEXT MORNING THE TRAIN PULLED INTO 
A HUGE YARD (H NORTH PLATE, NEBRASKA. THE TWO 
OF US LAY LIMP INSIDE THE PIPE FEEUNG VERY WEAK 
AND LISTLESS. WE'D HAD NO FOOD OR WATER SINCE 
THAT RESTAURANT IN CHEYENNE. А YARD WORKER 
POKED HIS HEAD ІМ OUR PIPE AND WARNED US THAT 
WE'D BETTER GET OUT OF. THERE FAST BECAUSE THEY 
WERE ABOUT TO “BUMP” THE CARS To UNCDUPLE THEM 
AND WE COULD BE KILLED BY THE IMPACT, WE 
THANKED HIM AND TUMBLED OUT OF THERE. WE PLOD- 
DED ACCROSS ROWS OF TRACKS AND CAME TO A 
SMALL ROAD THAT RAN ALONGSIDE THE YARD. A 
PICK-UP TRUCK CAME UP THE ROAD AND STOPPED 
BESIDE US. А HEAVY-SET CREW-CUTED MAN IN A 
BROWN SUIT BARKED AT US,"HEY/ DID VOU GUYS JUST 
GET OFF THAT TRAIN 2" "YEAH" I SAID. 1 DIDN'T 
CARE ANYMORE. 1 WAS HALF DEAD. "GET IN THE 
TRUCK” HE ORDERED US. HE DROVE US TO A LIME 
POLICE STATION BELONGING - THE RAILROAD. IT 
HAD JAIL CELLS AND EVERYTHING. НЕ WAS A ОЕ- 
TECMVE FOR THE UNION PACIFIC. HE SAT AT A 6 
DESK POLISHING HIS Ва BROWN SHOES AND QUES- 
TIONING US... A REAL STEREOTYPE. MY FRIEND 
BECAME INDIGNANT, “THE RAILROADS SHOULD BELONG 
TO THE PEOPLE МАМ ۳ THE BIG GUY CUT HIM OFF, 
“DON'T CALL МЕ MAN! ١ DON'T WANNA HEAR 
THAT BEATNIK CRAP” HE GROWLED WITH ФМТЕМРТ, 
we WERE GIVEN TWO OPTIONS ; BUY TICKETS AND 
TAKE THE PASSENGER TRAIN OUT OF NORTH PLATTE 
OR SPEND THIRTY DAYS IN LOCK-UP, THE KID FROM 
BOSTON DIDN'T WANT TO CALL HIS PARENTS. THEY'D 
FLIP OUT, HE TOLD ME. J SAID I'D TRY то GET US 
THE MONEY, | CALLED мм WIFE ANP EXPLAINED 
THE SITUATION. SHE WAS PISSED AT ME FOR WALK- 
ING OUT WITHOUT EVEN so MUCH AS А GOODS 
AND GOOD LUCK. 1 BEGGED HER FORGIVENESS AND 
вот HER TO WIRE A HUNDRED DOLLARS FAST. WE 
BOUGHT TICKETS TO CHICAGO. WHILE WE WAITED FOR 
THE TRAIN THE GRUFF OLD DETECTIVE BROWSED 
THROUGH MN SKETCHBOOK. HE GOT A FEW CHUCK- 
LES OUT OF IT. 1 ENDED UP KIND OF LIKING THE 
OLD BASTARD. 

бо THERE WE WERE, AU OF A SUDDEN, RIDING 

(M STYLE WITH ALOT OF WELL- DRESSED MIDDLE-CLASS 
PEOPLE IN A PASSENGER TRAIN... IT WAS STRANGE. 

ім CHICAGO | GOT А САИ AT МАРХҮ5 FROM 
RALPH GINZBURG... HE WAS A NEW YORK HUSTLER 
WHO HAD GOTTEN MILES OF PUBLICITY OUT OF HAV- 
(ме BEEN BUSTED FOR PUBLISHING THIS LAVISH, EX- 
PENSIVE, PRETENTIOUS SEX MAGAZINE CALLED EROS, 
EROS WAS VERY DARING FOR THOSE TIMES. RALPH 
MILKED THIS BOST FOR YEARS. HE HAD THIS AD SHOW- 
ING А MUG-SHOT-TYPE SET OF PHOTOS OF HIMSELF. 
HE WAS AN OBNOXIOUS PRESENCE IN THAT ERA. NOW 
Не WAS DOING A NEW MAGAZINE EQUAL LAVISH 
AND PRETENTIOUS CAUED AVANT GARDE. THE 
CARTDON EDITOR OF CAVALIER, А RUN-OF-THE- MILL 
PLAYBOY (MITATION, HAD SHOWN RALPH Some OF 
TUE CARTOONS OF MINE THAT HE WAS RUNNING, 
RALPH DUG THE STUFF AND WANTED МЕ TODO A 
EN PAGES IF | WANTED TO. THE PAY WAS VERY 
боор, 1 SET TO WORK RIGHT AWAY AND TURNED 
OUT SEVEN PAGES IN THREE DAYS, SITTING AT MAR- 
T'S KITCHEN TABLE. Т SnU HAD SOME MONEY 
LEFT, AND TOOK THE GREYHOUND TO NEW YORK, 

WELL, RALPHY DIDNT APPRECIATE AV'A'GAR COMIX, 
гр DONE A МСЕ COLOR. ‘COVER’ AND SIX PAGES OF CRAZY 
PSYCHEDEUC STRIPS. HE DIDN'T GET (Т АТАШ. НЕ, 
WANTED SOMETHING MORE "COHESIVE". . A STORY UNE, 
А EME“ MAN, WHAT A SQUARE, WHAT AN ASS-HOLE, 
I DECIDED, HE SUGGESTED } TRY AGAIN...] SAD OKAY, 


BUT 1 KNEW HED ALWAYS MAKE МУ LIFE HELL To EARN 
THE FANCY MONEY HE WAS PAYING... THAT'S THE KINDA 
GUY HE WAS. РНООЕХ ON THAT, UM EGOTISTICAL, 1 DONT 
UKE EDITORIAL MEDDUNG IN MY WORK. THAT'S WHY 
1 STICK WITH THE “UNDERGROUND "STILL. THE Рак IS 
CERTAINLY MODEST BUT YOU HAVE THAT FREEDOM, | 
LEARNED THIS LESSON FROM SEEING WHAT HAPPENED ТО 
МХ HERO HARVEY KURTZMAN WHEN HE GOT TANGLED ОР 
rd EA 
D € - 
NESS WITH MR. GINZBURG, е! 

1 TOOK THE strips DOWN TO THE OFACE OF THE 
LOCAL HIPPY RAG, ME EAST VILLAGE OTHER, WHICH 
PAID EXACTLY NOTHING BUT WOULD PRINT JUST ABOUT” 
ANYTHING. 1 LEFT THE PILE OF ARTWORK ON THE 
EDITOR'S DESK, ALL EXCEPT THE NICE COLOR COVER. 
ME OFFICE WAS ል CHAOS...HIPPIES LOUNGED ON 
BROKEN- DOWN COUCHES. NOBODY KNEW ANYTHING, 
1 WENT BACK UPTOWN ОМ THE SUBWAY TO THE PLACE 
J WAS STAYING, THE APARTMENT OF MIKE THALER, 
THE CARTOON EDITOR OF CAVALIER, THALR WAS 
GOING OUT THAT NIGHT. 1 DECIDED To TAKE SOME LSD 
HE'D GINEN ME, ALONE IN HIS PLACE, NOT A SMART 
IDEA ... ANOTHER YOUTH 
ED TO TURN BAD PRETTY QUICKLY, Г FELT HORRIB- 
LY ALONE AND OVERWHELMED BY THE CRUEL HARSH- 
NESS OF NEW YORK CITY, SOON гг BEGAN то GET 
ВЕАМХ FRIGHTENING. THE ROAR OF THE GIANT 
СИМ SURROUNDED ME, CLOSING (N ON ME, MAKING 
МЧ НЕРЮ SPIN. SIRENS WAILED IN MY BRAIN, THE 
SCREAMS OF THE SUFFERING, DYING MASSES OF HU- 
MANITY GOT LOUDER AND LOUDER, IT WAS ALL 
UKE SOME HOKEY (MAGE IN ONE OF THOSE FILM 
NOIR MOVIES OF THE LATE ‘FORTIES, 1 WAS ABOUT 
ТО START SCREAMING WHEN THE PHONE RANG, 


THAT 


UMBERIONE 


N 


1 
oy Е 


FUL FOLLY. OF COURSE, IT START- 


А VERY FRIENDLY VOICE BROUGHT ME BACK FROM 
THE EDGE, IT WAS THE EDITOR OF THE EAST V/L- 
LAGE OTHER, WALTER BOWART, CALLING TO TELL МЕ 
HOW MUCH THEY ALL LOVED MN CARTOONS СМЕР. 
THERE, WHAT A BRILUANT TALENT | WAS AND ALL 
UKE THAT, WE TALKED FOR A COUPLE OF HOURS oN 
МЕ PHONE AND ١ FELT INFINITELY BETTER. WALT- 
ER, 1U. ALWAYS BE GRATEFUL. GOD LOVE YA / 

1 RETURNED TO SAN FRANCISCO AND IMMEDIATE - 
LX WENT то WORK ON THE FIRST (5506 OF ZAP сом- 
/Х. NUMBER ONE WAS PUBLISHED IN FEBRUARY 
ዕፍ 1968, AND BY THE FALL OF THAT YEAR 1 WAS 
ALREADY A MINOR CULT HERO, THAT'S WHEN THINGS 

STARTET TO GO ASS-OVER-TEA КЕСПЕ. ВОТ 

| WONT GET INTO ALL THAT CRAP НЕКЕ, ANYWAY ЇГ 
WAS AFTER ML THE STUFF IN THIS HEAD COMIX Book 
WAS DONE. “MIS IS STILL THE /NMOCENT PERIOD 
WERE.. FAME ABRUPTLY ENDED THIS PHASE, AND МУ 
LIFE TURNED INTO SOMETHING. QUITE DIFFERENT FROM 
THEN ON. IT GOT VERY CONFUSING. I WAS STILL 
ONIX 25 YEARS OLD WHEN FAME CAME To ме, AND 
THE ‘SEVENTIES LAY AHEAD YET .. ОК, THE 'SWEN- 
1165. DON'T ASK ME ABOUT THAT FUCKING DECADE/ 
J SUL HAVENT SORTED IT QUT NET. SOME DAY IM 
GONNA WRITE A BOOK! IT ALL PILED ON ME SO ТНКК 
AND FAST THERE FROM 68 ON THROUGH THE MID- 
‘SEVENTIES... THE PRAISE, THE GLORY, THE ATTENTION... 
THE PESTS/ CONSTANT PESTS’ THE MONEY.’ THE ENDLESS 
SQUABBLES ABOUT THE MONEY! THE BATTLE OVER THE OWN- 
ERSHIP OF “WEEP ON TRUCKIN'' THE BATTLE WITH THE 
J. G. S., THE BATTLE WITH THE WOMEN, NOT TO MENTION 
THE BATTLE OF TRYING ፒን GET SOME ARTWORK РОНЕ/ 
Нех, | SURVIVED! ГМ STILL IN ONE PIECE? I'M HERE ТО 
TELL ABOUT IT/ BIG DEAL! 1 GOT A LOVELY WIFE AND 
DAUGHTER, AND I'M INTO MY WORK? fm A LUCKY GUY, 
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you MIGHT SAY UMA MAD 
SUENTIST, FOR MY PLANS 
HAVE ALL BEEN WORKED 

OUT QUITE METHODICALLY... 
LOGICALLY... BUT THE ENDS 
JUSTIFY THE MEANS... HEH НЕН. 


үче BEEN CALLED АМ EVIL 
GENIUS BY CITIES OF ASS- 
HOLES... BUT 1 KNOW WHO 
THESE PEOPLE ARE! AND 
THEY'RE ON MY LIST / 
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THIS COMIC BOOK 15 
PART OF THAT PLAN..GUT 
YOU'VE READ TOO MUCH 
ALREADY ...1 НАМЕ You 
RIGHT WHERE | WANT 
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THE TRUTH IS, ИМ ONE ОР 
THE WORLD'S LAST GREAT 
MEDIEVAL. THINKERS / 
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MIGHTY SPEECHES 
WERE MADE TODAY 
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FRITZ IS А SOPHISTICATED, UP-TO-THE-MINUTE 
NOUNG FELINE COLLEGE. STUDENT WHO LIVES IN A 
MODERN “SUPERCITY" OF MILLIONS OF ANIMALS... 
NES. NOT UNLIKE PEOPLE (№ THEIR MANNERS АМО 
MORALS.... 


GHOD? THEY ALL СОРЖ YOU'RE ABOUT AS Y IM MORE ~ ИМ THe 
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ГМЕ BEEN ОР 
AN DOWN THE 
FOUR CORNERS OF 
THIS BIG OLD WORLD 
„МЕ SEEN IT ALL 
AN’ DONE IT АШ / 
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DON'T INTERRUPT / 
INE TASTED LIFE TO 
THE FULLEST АМ STILL. 
MY SOUL CRIES OUT... 
YES... CRIES OUT IN 
ITS HUNGRY TORTURED 
RACKED QUEST...MORE ! 
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DANGER АМ DEATH 
COUNTLESS TIMES... WHY, 
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YOU! You 
САМ HELP МЕ / You 
MUST SAVE МЕ! For, 
ВУ SO DOING, You, 
TOO, WILL ВЕ 
(| ЗАМЕО/ 
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НММ , FOUR IN ል 
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1 HAVENT TRIED 
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заншил ^ VES. 
VES! TOGETHER WE M г. 
SHALL ALL LEARN THE 1 HEARD THAT 
REAL EXISTENTIAL ESSENSE} WORD ONCE! 
WHAT'S IT 


OF THE LIFE FORCE! 


You ARE 
А ТВОЕ 
GENIUS, 

FRITZ / 
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A NEW WORLD OF 
EXPERIENCE AWAITS 
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(NTO A SPACE CAPSULE 
OF TRUTH AND LOVE / 
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PULFILLMENT OF OUR 
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THE TRUTH! FULFILLMENT 
[5 IMPORTANT... DONT 
You THINK, CYNTHIA? 
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CYNTHIA DAHLING / NAKED 
CLOSENESS... TRUE... YOU 

ARE A РЕРСЕРТ\УЕ 

GIRL... CLOSENESS ۰ 

МЕ MUST СЕТ NERY 
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AS POSSIBLE / 
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CLEAR NOW! 
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